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matter  to the csperiencetl  hands of the  Duke of 
\Vestminster, Sir Junles I'aget, antl Sir Rutllerford 
hlcock, t o  draw up the details of t h e  scheme.  At 

' present all t l u t  is kno\vn is that tile money is to be  
invcstul i n  tllc n,1lncs of tru.;tces a ~ l d  tllt: inlcrcst 
cspcndcd i n  pro\'itling nurses for the sick poor of 
J,ondoll, I)ublin, anJ  Eclinl)urgll i n  their own 
llomes. 

Trrm ~ a m e  the  National  Pension  Fund for nurses, 
when four City  merchants  placed  between  them 
E2o,oo3 in  the  hnnds of the  Chancery oflicials to 
enable an  Insurance  Ofice  to be founded, according 
to law, for nurses'  special  use. The prospectus  of 
the  scheme, we hear,  is  to be issued this week, and 
i t  only remains  to be seen how many nurses are 
prepnred to lay by one-eighth of their salary every 
year.  Opinions differ, of course,  most widely, but 
I prefer not to prophesy, 11'11 I know,  whether 
1,000 will do  SO or not. Tf- that  number do not 
join  within two years, I do not  quite  understand 
rvho will pny the expenses of management,  etc., 
because  the E20,000,  i t  is stated, is. only offered 
conditionally  on t ha t  measure of success  being 
obtained. 

ALMOST sinlultancously w i t h  t he  Pension  Fund, 
the Ikitish  Nurses'  Association was established. 
The rnr'son d 'e l re .  put fornrard by i t s  founders is, as 
I undcrsland i t ,  simply  this  :-NU~SCS are SO WCII  
trained and educated  now, and slrillcd nursing is 
so important to medical men antl t h e  public, that 
t h e y  think t he  time has come to elevate  nursing 
into a profession ; that  nurses are so widely scattered 
and  disunited now that only  united effort can enable 
them to gain  that  recognised position for their 
calling ; and  that,  even  when  nursing  is legally 
establislled as n prolession,  there :re many things 
nurses as indivitiuals urgently want  which they can 
only obtain by t h e  snme union  which every-day 
experience  teaches is the  greatest  strength. 

IT certainly  appears very wise of t he  founders 01 
this  association to  have started w i t h  the distincl 
understanding t h a t  only medical m e n  and nurse: 
can bc members of this n e w  profcssio1lal body' 
Doctors, Fi\vfSs, 'and clergymen noultl  not allon 
their respe%lvlve callings to be organised  and con. 
trolled by anyone, ho\\rever eminent,  oukide theil 
own specialty.",\ Imagine  what  ridicule would be 
cast  on  the  Archbishop of Canterbury were h e  tc 
i ssue  regulations f &  the  medical  profession, or or 
the  Lord Chief Justi  if he dictated  in what  subject: 
clergymen  should be %* t sted as to  their fi:ness f a  
parochial work. 

To my unprejudiced  minbgeveral  facts are quit( 
convincing. A Royal Princehi would never haVC 
become president and  working ?member .?~ - -  o f  a nen 
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